Weather, knowledge and experience in Late Antiquity
workshop 1: 'Meteorology in the first millennium. Socializing nature, naturalizing society' (Ghent University, March 2026)
[bookmark: _Hlk188029013]workshop 1:  ‘Ancient weather perspectives. Perceptions, representations and realities (400-700)’  (Radboud University Nijmegen, June 2026)

Meteorology in the first millennium. Socializing nature, naturalizing society.
Workshop, Ghent, March 2026
This workshop studies how ideas and practices in relation with the weather were woven into the cultures and societies of the Mediterranean world in the first millennium. It does so via two basic assumptions. 
First, that practices of weather prediction and reporting are never just that: they simultaneously translate and operationalize scientific, political, and/or religious positions. Historians of early and late modern meteorology, for instance, have pointed out that notions like “environmental threat” already imply specific assumptions about political economy (Jankovic 2010), or that our current ability to prioritize “climate crisis” is the result of a long process of conceptual and material translation (Warde, Robin & Sörlin 2018). Others even suggested that we replace our focus on concepts of environment with a focus on practices of “environing” (Sörlin & Warde 2007). This neologism would encompass “both the cultural process whereby humans perceive and conceptualise environments in their imagination and the physical process of ‘place-making’ whereby they concretely transform and reshape them” (Miglietti & Morgan 2017). 
Second, that such hybridizing was particularly prevalent in ancient meteorology, which - unlike its modern counterpart - was not only expected to yield material but ethical benefits for its practitioners. Many historians of science have pointed out that in astral science, divination, or meteorology, the pursuit of knowledge merged seamlessly with moral and political government (Taub 1998; Taub 2003; Lehoux 2010). The workshop is therefore interested in exploring how the scientific, socio-political, religious, and ethical dimensions of meteorology were interwoven.
This entanglement was facilitated because ‘nature’ not only acted as a descriptive or analytic concept but was also deeply normative (Daston & Vidal 2004). Accordingly, natural events and human responses to them were often approached in the light of broader ethical, political, and religious concerns. Building on Pierre Hadot’s influential analyses of Greco-Roman philosophy, historians of science have increasingly pointed out that premodern natural science and mathematics, too, were often primarily prized for their direct ontological effects on practitioners (Hadot 1995; Van Damme 2012). To a much greater extent than is often realized, engagement with natural phenomena was valued in terms of practical regimens, personal paideia, or askesis. This confirms the observation that relations between theoretical epistèmè and ethical praxis were drawn very differently in past conceptions of natural knowledge and recalls Michel Foucault’s insistence on the historical importance of a recognizable tradition of ‘technologies of self’ in antiquity. This workshop argues that these methodological options are particularly helpful in uncovering and analyzing the specificity of Late Antique agency and resilience in relation to meteorological phenomena.
It is anticipated that the moral authority of weather phenomena looms large in non-meteorological treatises, but are built on meteorological assumptions, thus avoiding the simplistic distinction between scientific and non-scientific interpretations. Accordingly, participants are invited to ask which broader issues are at stake in how weather phenomena are handled by the relevant source(s). To cite but a few hypotheses: 
-reports on/theories of weather forecasting are likely to be aware of the political and religious controversies surrounding divination and astrology in Late Antique society; 
-reports on exceptional phenomena that seem to run against the normal course of nature are likely to have invited an (explicit or implicit) self-positioning on the relation between natural regularity and divine power, or on the relation between polis/empire and the divine; 
-weather descriptions in apocalyptic literature may have translated broader debates whether millennialism (the exact prediction of the end of the world) was permissible; 
-weather reporting, forecasting, or theorizing could be an occasion for problematizing or advocating Greco-Roman knowledge traditions (e.g. natural philosophy, medicine, agronomy), particularly in contexts where such knowledge might be branded as illegitimate or ‘pagan’.
-particular ways of reporting or theorizing weather may be embedded in specific practices for which weather forecasting was especially important (such agriculture, travel).
In this way, a nuanced, fine-grained understanding of what the weather meant in Late Antiquity will emerge.
Papers can tackle these issues in ways that best suits their argument, for example by locating a particular meteorological text in social practice or by starting out from a particular social practice to see how weather forecasting and meteorological phenomena play a role in it.
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